Sir,

Dhat syndrome is a culture-bound syndrome commonly seen in South-East Asia. Patients with Dhat syndrome often give exaggerated significance to loss of semen or semen-like substances and attribute it to their psychosomatic symptoms. Culture has a definite contribution to the manifestation of this syndrome.\[[@ref1]\] In the recent years, there is increased reporting of Dhat syndrome from different corners of the world.\[[@ref2]\] The reasons for increased and widespread reporting of Dhat syndrome indicate to two different possibilities. The first being poor culture-boundness of Dhat syndrome as ancient Western literature also emphasized the importance of semen and consequences of semen loss, like the Asian culture; hence it is a more a global phenomenon, rather than being a culture-bound one.\[[@ref2]\] The second possibility is being--recent trends of globalization, which results in intercontinental migration leading to mixing of cultures.\[[@ref1]\] The migrants from different cultures assimilate the new culture after migration to a country of different culture, at the same time, they also dissipate their native cultural characteristics, which may attenuate their symptom of culture-bound syndrome and may infuse their concepts to the new culture, leading to emergence of symptoms in individuals of other culture.

This process may possibly result in increased incidence of Dhat syndrome in other cultures. Another reason that predicts the possible increase in global prevalence of Dhat syndrome is increased awareness and research in this area. Search in MEDLINE database, using the keyword "Dhat syndrome" found 52 articles, out of which 33 were published in last 10 years, and 22 were in last 5 years though the entity is known over 50 years and introduced in international classificatory system for more than 22 years.\[[@ref3]\] This shows the increase in research in this area, which is likely to continue in future promoting the clinical assessment in the light of culture-boundness.

On the other hand, increasing educational awareness of sexual health, demystification of sexual concepts, and influence of other cultures on South-East Asian cultures are more likely to put a brake in the increased reporting of Dhat syndrome.

However, seeing the current trend of global acculturation and deculturation as well as increasing migration from South-East Asian countries to Western countries, it can be anticipated that Dhat syndrome will reach a height before it dies.
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